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(54) Title I TABLET CONTAINING ENTERIC GRANULES 
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(57) Abstract 

A tablet containing enteric granules prepared by tableting a mixture of enteric granules containing a basis 
with at least one member selected from the group consisting of synthetic hydrotalcite, dried aluminum hydroxide ge! 
a coprecipitate of aluminum hydroxide with sodium hydrogencarbonate, aluminum magnesium hydroxide, synthetic 
aluminum silicate and dihydroxyaluminum aminoacetate. As compared with the conventional tablets containing coated 
granules, this tablet has the following advantages: the content of enteric granules is increased by using a specified filler, 
the basis is rapidly dispersed in the granules; the granules have drug-release ability and acid resistance comparable 
to those before tableting; damage to the coating is reduced; weight variation during tableting is reduced; and the 
tablet has a high strength. The technique of preparing a tablet having a high enteric granule content has merits of an 
improved admimstrability due to a reduced size of the tablet and the applicability to other drugs. 
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Abstract 



A tablet containing enteric granules prepared by tableting a mixture of enteric granules containing a 
basis with at least one member selected from the group consisting of synthetic hydrotalcite, dried 
aluminum hydroxide gel, a coprecipitate of aluminum hydroxide with sodium hydrogencarbonate, 
aluminum magnesium hydroxide, synthetic aluminum silicate and dihydroxyaluminum aminoacetate. As 
compared with the conventional tablets containing coated granules, this tablet has the following 

advantages: the content of enteric granules is increased by using a specified filler; the basis is rapidly 

dispersed in the granules^ the granules have drug-release ability and acid resistance comparable to 
those before tableting; damage to the coating is reduced; weight variation during tableting is reduced; 
and the tablet has a high strength. The technique of preparing a tablet having a high enteric granule 
content has merits of an improved administrability due to a reduced size of the tablet and the 
applicability to other drugs. 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to granule-containing tablets, also known as " multiple-unit tablets". More 
specifically, it relates to multiple-unit tablets whose units are enteric granules consisting of granules 
coated with an enteric coating. 

Background of the Art 



A common method of preparing enteric tablets involves forming an enteric coating on single-unit 
tablets. However, variations in body kinetics due mainly to elimination rates from the stomach have a 
large influence on the drug effects of the active agent, and this has highlighted the need for multiple- 
unit enteric tablets which exhibit satisfactorily reproducible absorption and undergo little variation due to 
body kinetics, etc. 

The need for acid resistance of multiple-unit enteric tablets in the stomach is known, and yet 
deterioration of acid resistance by crushing of enteric granules during tablet preparation has been 
found to have an adverse effect on bioavailability. Furthermore, in order to prevent crushing of the 
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